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Welcome!
This guide has the items, ideas and instructions you need to maintain a successful Little Free
Library for years to come. We treasure your participation.

If you have purchased a Little Free Library Original or received a sponsored Library,
the official charter sign and number and this guide have been included with the
Library itself. There is no additional charge to register on the World Map, so don’t wait! It helps
your neighbors, visitors and the media find your Library and tell others.

If you built your own Library and have just now received your official charter sign
and number, Congratulations! Your charter number and sign entitle you to register your
Library’s photograph, story and location on the World Map. You're now part of a worldwide group
of stewards and friends who share the benefits and recognize the value of playing an active part in
the mission of this rapidly growing movement.

Your First Steps

1. Make sure your official charter sign is on your Library, then it’s time for “show and tell.”
Register on the map! It’s easy. Go to the Get Involved section on the littlefreelibrary.org main
menu. Clickonthetitle Register Your Library on the Map. Everything youneed todoislisted there.
You just fill out the form, attach one or two digital photos of your Little Library (with the charter
signshowing!)and clickthe Submitbutton. We’ll haveyour Library on the Map assoonaspossible.

2. Read On! The following pages contain advice and techniques from the experience of
stewards who have been successfully maintaining Little Libraries for years.

Don’t forget that activity ideas and other promotional tools are available at littlefreelibrary.
org. Look for resources, tips and “How-To” information in the Stewards and Friends section.
Stay current through Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Pinterest, Instagram and the Little Free
Library blog.

3. Consider contributing to support the exciting vision of Little Free Library! As a
nonprofit, we rely on contributions to help bring the joy of a Little Free Library to as many

people as possible. Learn more in the GIVE section of littlefreelibrary.org, and use the Donate
button. Thank you.
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Locating Your Little Free Library

Where to Install It

Follow the first principle of real estate:
location, location, location. Whether on
public or private property, the Library is its
own best advertising.

It people walking or driving by can see it they
may stop. If possible, try to have the Library
illuminated. Lighting from a streetlight
may be perfect.

Install the Library inside the sidewalk,
by your home, not on the boulevard or
apron of the street. It also helps if you can
directly view the Library from a residence or
business.

Public or Private? .

Many people wonder why government
has so many policies, rules and
regulations; why it seems to make it so
hard to do something nice. Stewards
and supporters of Little Free Libraries
want to know: is it okay to put a
Library on public property?

The answer is yes, probably. The
key step is to do your homework and
understand who you need to speak
to before you install. Even if the
Library will be on private property,
property managers, Home Owners
Associations (HOAs), and city
councils may have rules.

Great Spot!

Placing your Library close to the road
may be a problem with snow plows or

Keep In Mind:

» Plan for peoples’ right of way - both legal and actual.
Examples: bike riders, lawn mowers, snowplows, walkers. Give
them space.

« Determine the process for physical maintenance in case of
damage as well as normal wear and tear. Be sure to review the
FAQs page of www.littlefreelibrary.org for recommended Library
maintenance and solutions to common library issues like leakage
and condensation.

= Frequently review the appropriateness of books for all
(children, youth and adults).

« Liability insurance - most stewards don’t need this but it's
a good idea to consult with a lawyer if you think it may be an
issue.

= Your Library can be installed any time of year. In cold
weather pouring very hot water where you plan to dig can make
the job easier.

Check for gas
lines, cables
and tree roots
which can cause
problems.

And When the
Library is Installed:
« Plant flowers or
create some
landscaping
around it.

» Consider adding a

To Make it Even Better

bench so users can
sit and read.

« Keep it clean, inside
and out.

For more information on Little Free Library® please visit our website under our Stewards & Friends se
www.facebook.com/LittleFreeLibrary |

www littlefreelibrary.org |

Other Ideas:
« Put the Library on a

a garden.

» Have it be part of a
rest stop or shelter;
or next to a bench
that is already there.
« Place it inside a
common area that
many people use.

ction and our blog at

www.twitter.com/LtlFreeLibrary

wall or fence, or next to
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